44              EDUCATION IN ASIA

Western and Chinese learning. With Spartan
boldness, however, the Empress Dowager, China's
Queen Elizabeth, who for forty years held the
reins of government, made the young Emperor
a prisoner, set aside his paper decrees, and
inaugurated a reactionary regime which culmin-
ated in the Boxer uprising of 1900 with its
endeavour to drive every foreigner into the sea.

Following the defeat by the foreign troops in
the Boxer outbreak, China finally entered upon
a new era of reform in education and in national
life. Indeed, this reform was led by the Empress
Dowager herself, who, returned to power, was bent
on progressive legislation as the only hope of sav-
ing her country, which was now on its last trial.
Beginning in 1901, colleges were opened in eight of
the provinces. The Imperial decree of September
2, 1905, under the leadership of China's pro-
gressive statesman, Yuan Shih-kai, gave the last
blow to the old system of literary examinations.

A new Ministry of Education was now
created, and under Viceroy Yuan the Chihli
Province took the lead in modern education.
Within seven years the number of modern
students in this one province was increased
from approximately 2000 to some 200,000.
In Peking alone the number of pupils under
instruction of a modern character rose from
300 to 17,000, including all in the primary schools.